SERMON – Heroes of the Faith  - Joseph. Gen 37, 45:1-15, 50:18-21

Faith for God’s unseen purposes comes from trusting in God’s unchanging promises.

The story of Joseph Genesis Chp 37-50 ( See back)



1. The Doctrine of Providence. Heb 1:3, Eph 1:11

“God is continually involved with all created things in such a way that he cooperates with created things in every action: 1.) directing their distinctive properties to cause them to act as they do… 2) and directs them to fulfill his purposes.”  Grudem, Bible Doctrine p 142  



2. The Doctrine of  God’s sovereignty.  

Ps 103:19 The Lord is enthroned in the heavens and his kingdom rules over all. 


a. God is perfectly wise. Rom 16:27

b. God is all-powerful. Jer 32:17 Gen 18:14

c. God is completely good. Ps 119:68 

DISCUSSION
1. Why is it so important to understand that God is completely good and not evil in any respect? 
2. Why is it so important to understand that God has complete control over all things good and all things evil?
3. If God has perfect knowledge about everything, and is powerful over everything, why is it important to know He is loving, good and wise? 
4. What other examples in the bible can you think of where God is in complete control?
5. How can we see hardship, pain and suffering both as something that is bad and as something that, while not good, can be seen as good? 
6. In what ways has the story of Joseph been an encouragement to you? 
7. What things can you do to grow in trusting God’s sovereignty and providence? 

FOR THE PARENTS:
1. Talk about how God can take a bad situation and turn it into something good. Use Romans 8:28. Ask them for an example.
2. God wants them to know that He is always with them no matter what happens. Re tell the story that God was with Joseph and cared for him even when he was away from his family for 17 years (even when bad things happen! ). 
3. Talk about Ps 103:19 at an age appropriate level (God is good and rules over everything!). 
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Faith for God’s unseen purposes comes from trusting in God’s unchanging promises. Genesis 37-50

Gen 37
Abraham has Isaac
who has Jacob who

has Joseph (J.) and
11 brothers.

Joseph 17 years old.

Gen 37

J. favored by Jacob,
coat of many colors;
Has 2 dreams
sheaves bowing
down; Sun. moon

GEN 37

Brothers hated him;
wanted to kill him;
beat him, put him in
a cistern; sold him to
caravan going to

GEN 39

Potiphar buys Joseph;
Lord was w J. all he did
and blessed him. Put in
charge of household.
Tempted by Potiphar’s

Gen 40

Lord was with J.; Put in
charge of the jail. J.
interprets cupbearer’s
and baker’s dreams.
Credits God. Forgotten

and eleven stars Egypt. Lied to Jacob wife; falsely accused; by the cupbearer for 2
bowing down. about it. thrown in jail. years.
GEN 41 Gen 42 Gen 43-44 Gen 45 Gen 46

J. interprets
Pharaoh’s dream: 7
healthy and 7 sick
cows; 1 healthy and
1 blighted stalk; 7 yr.
abundance , 7yrs
famine. 30 yrs old
made ruler of Egypt.

Brothers come to
Egypt 1°t time to buy
grain. J. accuses them
of spying. Simeon
detained. Rest sent
back & told to bring
Benjamin next trip.
Joseph has not told

Brothers come a 2"
time w Benjamin.
brothers bow down
to Joseph. Big feast.
Benjamin detained w
J. silver cup.

Joseph has not told
them who he is.

J. reveals himself to his
brothers. Very
emotional.

J. reveals his
understanding of God’s
providence. “God sent
me before you.”v5, 8.

Brothers are sent back
home w wagon and
help & told to bring
entire family to Egypt.
J. and Jacob reunited.

Saves 20% grain for | them who he is. Brothers appeal.

7 yrs.

Gen 47 Gen 48 Gen 49 Gen 50 Providence: “God is
Jacob’s family Jacob blesses J. Jacob blesses his 12 | Brothers doubt J. continually involved with all
settles in Goshen, | children Ephraim and | sons. Jacob dies & forgiveness. created things in such a way

Egypt. Famine rages
on.

Manasseh.

will be buried w
Abraham and Isaac.

J. reveals again his
understanding of God’s
providence. “You
meant evil against me,
God meant it for
good”. (to keep the
lineage of Christ
sustained).

that he cooperates with
created things in every
action: 1.) directing their
distinctive properties to
cause them to act as they
do... 2) and directs them to
fulfill his purposes”.

W. Grudem, Bible Doctrine,
P142





