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God Controls All Bad Things

"

God Controls All Bad Things
in the World

M ost people find it natural and easy to believe that God is in control
of all the good that happens in the world. After all, God is good,
so it makes sense that when good happens or when good gifts are given,
God has been in control. What is harder for many to see is this: God is
just as much in control of bad things that happen in the world as he’s in
control of all of the good that takes place. How can this be? Doesn’t this
mean that God should be blamed for bad things that happen? What does
the Bible really teach about this?

The Bible teaches that God is in control both of all the good things
and of all the bad things that happen in life. Even though we tend to think
of God having control only over the good, the Bible teaches that he has
control over the bad also. Let’s look at some of the Bible’s teaching, and
then we can think about some questions that this brings up.

Before the children of Israel entered the Promised Land, Moses had
been instructing them about who God is and what God expects of them.
Toward the end of Deuteronomy, Moses taught them a song that they
were to learn and sing when they crossed the Jordan River. In this song
Moses says this, using God’s own words to teach them: “See now that
1, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive;
I wound and 1 heal; and there is none that,can deliver out of my hand”
(Deuteronomy 32:39). Notice that God (dhakes sure that we understand
him as the only true and living God. There is no god besides the true God,
he declares. So, we should have our ears open to learn just who this real
God is apgwhat this real God can do. And what gﬁleam may surprise us.
The real God js responsible not only for making Zlive but also for killing,
not only for healing but also for wounding. In fact, God’s control over
everything good and bad is so strong that no one can stand against God
or keep his plan from being accomplished.

A similar statement of how God controls both good and bad things
in life comes from Hannah. As you may remember, Hannah was not able
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to have a child; so she prayed, and God granted her request. She had a
son, named Samuel, whom she dedicated to the Lord. After Samuel was
born, she spoke a prayer of Jh’dnksgiving and praise to God. Within this
prayer, we read these words: “The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings
down to Sheol and raises up.? The Lorp makes poor and ‘makes rich; he
brings low and he exalts"g(1 Samuel 2:6-7). Very much like Moses’ song,
Hannah states that God is in control not only of positive or good things
like giving life, raising up, giving riches, and exalting people—God also
is in control of bad things like killing, taking people to the grave (Sheol),
making people poor, and bringing people low. In other words, the whole
of life, both its good things and its bad, are all in the control of ng.

One more passage that makes this same point powerfully is Isaiah

45:5-7, which reads: “I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me
there 1s no God; © . . . there is none besides me; I am the Lorp, and there
is no other. 71 form light and create darkness, I make well-being and cre-
ate calamity, I am the Lorp, who does all these things.” Again the main
point is clear: God, who is the only true God, is in complete control of
both every good thing and every bad thing. This passage is very important
because it states so clearly, repeating several times, that there is only one
true God. From this, the passage then goes on to describe what this true
God does to demonstrate or show that he is God. What shows God to be

God? Answer: the true God is in complete contro] of everything in life, all

that is good (God forms light and makes well-being) and all that is bad.
(God creates darkness and calamity).

Some people refuse to accept this teaching from the Bible because they
cannot understand how God could control bad things and not be blamed
for that bad. So let’s consider two things that may help.e Bible
states that God controls both good and bad; so we ought to accept this as
true even though we may not be able to understand fully just how it can
be true. We should accept this teaching especially since we have passages
where God speaks directly of himself (saying things like “there is no other
God besides me”) and then states that part of what it means for God to be
God is that he controls all good things and all bad things. So, we should
not turn away from this teaching just because we find it hard to under-
stand. Since God tells us in his Word that it is true, we must accept it as
true(Second, we should not think that if God controls what is bad, then
God must be partly bad. This would be a great mistake. Rather, the Bible
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teaches that while God controls all things good and bad, God himself is..

Eood, and he is not bad at all. Here are a couple of verses to set alongside
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the teaching in Isai?rﬁ .7. Isaiah 45:7 says that God forms light and cre-
ates darkness, but 1 John 1:5 says, “God is light, and in him is no dark-
ness at all.” Ii%iah 45:7 also says that God makes well-being and creates
calamity, but*Psalm 5:4 says, “For you are not a God who delights in
wickedness; evil may not dwell with you.” In the Hebrew Bible, the very
same Hebrew word in Isaiah 45:7 (translated “calamity”) is used in Psalm
5:4 (translated as “evil”). So, while God controls completely all that is
good and all that is bad, we must understand that God is completely good
and that he has nothing bad or wrong or evil in him at all.

So we need to avoid two mistak&s.@we should not think that
if God controls all good and bad, God must be himself partly good and
partly bad. No! While God controls all good and all bad, God in himself
is only good and not at all bac should not think that if God
is only good and not at all bad, he controls only good and has nothing to
do with what is bad. Again, no. While God is only and completely good,
still he controls everything that is good and everything that is bad. So,
both of these truths from the Bible must be accepted together if we are to
understand correctly both God and his work in this world.

A word often used when explaining these ideas is the word_sover-

_eignty. To say that God rules over all things, both the good and the bad,
is to say that he is completely sovereign over them. This teaching of the
sovereignty of God is one of the hardest areas for all of us to understand.
In fact, as with some other areas of our faith, we just have to accept the
teaching of the Bible even though we cannot make perfect sense of it. But
if God says that he has complete control over light and over darkness,
over well-being and over calamity, we have no right to say this cannot
be. We must let God speak for himself, since he alone knows everything
exactly correctly. What he tells us about himself, then, must be accepted
as true. God is sovereign over all things good and all things bad. And God
is completely and only good. God said so, and that should settle it.

One last word here: it is only because God has complete control over
all bad things that we can be sure that those bad things work to bring
about some good purpose that God has planned. 1f God is not in control
of bad things, then we would be led to deep sadness, thinking that a
bad thing that is happening will serve no good purpose. But it is not so!
Rather, God does control the bad as well as the good. When bad things
happen, we can know, then, that God is using them for good purposes.
What comfort and peace this should bring to us, since God always does
what is best, and God’s purposes can never fail.
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Questions for Thought o~
1. Why is it so important to understand that God is completely good and not cvil
in any respect, ever? -

2. Why is it so important to understand that God has complete control over all
things good and all things evil?

Memory Verse

Deuteronomy 32:39—*“See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god
beside me; T kill and I make alive; 1 wound and I heal; and there is nonc
that can deliver out of my hand.”
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